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THE TRAGEDY AT WASHINGTON. 
Tuer whole country is shocked and its moral sen- 
sibilities outzagest by the horrible tragedy lately 
peaevenens at Washington, of which a Member of 
ongress was the victim. It was indeed an awful, 
yet we will hope not a profitless catastrophe ; and 
we blush for human nature when we observe the 
most systematic efforts used to pervert to purposes 
of party advantage and personal malignity, a result 
which should be sacred to the interests of humani- 
ty and morality—to the stern inculcation and en- 
‘orcement of a reverence for the laws of the land 
and the mandates of God. 

We have not room for all the details of this ap- 
palling transaction; but we must endeavor to com- 
press all the important particulars into such space 
as wé cai afford to the subject. 

Nearly a month since, a charge of corruption, or an of- 
fer to sell official influence and exertion for a pecumary con- 
sideration, against some unnamed Member of Congress, 
was transmitted to the New York Courier and Enquirer by 
its Correspondent, ‘ the Spy in Washington.’ Its appear- 
ance in that journal forth a resolution from Mr. 
Wise, that the charge be investigated by the House. On 
this an irregular and excited debate arose, which con- 
sumed @ day or two, and which was signalized by severe at- 
tacks on the Public Press of this country and on the letter- 

riters from Washington. In particular, the Courier and 
a in which this charge appeared, its chief Editor, 

its correspondent the 
ir 





Spy, were stigmatized; and Mr. 
Cilley, a Member from Maine, was among those who gave 
currénéy to the charges. Cul. Webb, the Editor, on the 
appearance of these charges, instantly led to Wash- 
ington; and there addressed a note to Mr. Cilley on the 
jeet. That note, it appears, was courteous and digni 
its language, merely inquiring of Mr. C. if his remarks 
were intended to convey any perso- 
disrespect to the writer, and containing no menace of 
any kind. It was handed to Mr. ef by Mr. Graves, a 
Member from Kentucky, but decl; by Mr. C. on the 
ya ae lh ym rt that he did not choose to be 
wn into any controversy with Editors of public journals 
in regard to-his remarks in the House. This was correct 
and he . The Constitution expressly provides 
that Members of Congress shall not be responsible else- 
where for words spoken in debate, and the provision is a 
most noble and necessary one. 
But Mr. Graves considered the reply as placing him in 
an equivocal position. If a note transmitted through his 
hands had been declined, as was liable to be understood, 


sub- 
in 


because the writer was not w the treatment of a gen- 
tleman, the dishonor was on himself as the bearer 
of a di Mr. Graves therefore wrote a 


message. 
note to Mr. C. asking him if he were correct in his under- 
standing that the letter in question was declined because 
Mr. C. could not consent to 
public journalists for words spoken in debate, and not on 


grounds of objection to Col. Webb as a gentleman. 
To this note, Mr. Cilley replied, on the advisement of his 
friends, that he declined the note of Col. Webb, because he 


“« chose to be drawn into no controversy with him,” and ad- 
ded that he “neither affirmed nor denied any thing in re- 
gard to-his.character.”” This was considered by Mr. Graves 
as_ involving him fully in the dilemma which he was seck- 
ing toavoid, and amounting to an impeachment of his vera- 
city, and he now addressed another note t inquire “ wheth- 
er you declined to receive his (Col. Webb’s) communica- 
tion on the ground of any personal objection to him as 
a gentleman of honor?” ‘To this query Mr. Cilley de- 
chned to'give an answer, denying the right of Mr. G. to 
er ose it. Ths npr pg Sagi a challenge from 
Te wes hand . ise, promptly responded 
to by Mr. Cilley through Gen. Jones of Wisconsin. 
weapons selected by Mr, Cilley were rifles ; the dis- 
tance | yards. (It is said that Mr. Cilley was practi- 
’ vith the selected weapon the morning of accepting the 
cliaetge tnd thar, ke eleven balls in succession in 
an at inches square.) Mr. Graves experienced some 
2 f 


hieul soll ores Li , and asked time, which was 
eee Gen. Jones, Mr. Cilley’s second, tendered 
had procured one. 


use of his own rifle; but meantime Mr. Graves 
challenge was delivered at 12 o'clock on Friday; the 
hour selected by Mr. Cilley was 12 of the following day. 


? 











hold himself accountable to a 
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page peep es 
inability to one, the ill 2 o'clock. 

The fst Gre wes indlfecesal.- Mr- Wieky a0 eacond of 
i to 


Mr. Wise remarked—*“ Mr, Jones, : 
men have come here without oth- 
er; they are fighting merely upon a of honor}; cannot 
Mr. Cilley assign some reason for not at Mr. 
Graves’ hands Col. Webb’s communication, or some 


disclaimer which will relieve Mr. Graves from his position?”’ 
The reply was—* 1 am authorized by my friend, Mr. Cil- 
ley, to say that in declining to receive the note from 
Graves, rting to be from Col. Webb, he meant no 

t to Mr. Graves, because he entertained for him 
as he now does, the highest respect and the most kind 
ings; but that he declined to receive the note because 
chose not to be drawn into controversy with Col. 
Webb.” This is Mr. Jones’ } Mr. Wise thinks he 


shite 


did not imply such an opinion 
disgrace on the bearer. He 
placed on the ground that Mr. 
countable to Col. Webb for 
was declined by Mr. Cilley, 

We inadvertently gave ¢ 
in our last, that Mr. Graves insisted in ge 
ledgement from Mr. Cilléy that Col’"W was 
man. This is contrudicted by their correspondence. The 
requirement of Mr. Graves and his reasons for it, were 
precisely as stated aboye. . 

The official statement, drawn by the two seconds 
would seem to import that but three shots were ; 
but other accounts state ly that Mr. © 

the died in 


$ 


ef 





by Mr. Jones—* My friend is dead, sir!” | 

Col. Webb first heard of the difficulty which had arisen, | 
on Friday evening, but was given to understand that the 
meeting would not take place for several days. On the fol- | 
lowmg morning, however, he had reason to the | 
truth. He immediately armed himself, and with two 
friends to Mr. Cilley’s lodgings, intending tw 
force the latter to meet him before he did Mr. Graves. He 


eral other places to i as the antag 

r. Cilley. Had he found the parties, a more 
readful tragedy still would doubtless have ensued. But 
the place of meeting had been changed, and the 
ments so secretly made, that though Mr. Clay and man 
cchare speso-en th clave no puounte th, chédhesl tobe mat i> 
terru 


did not find him, however, and iqupeminnsly gounreden to | place 
the old duelling nd at Bladensburgh, to sev- 
CF himself rightful - 


onist of 


iu 


We believe we have here stated every material fact in re- 
lation to this melancholy business. Itis suggested, how- 
ever, that Mr. Cilley was less di to concede any 


thing from the first in consideration of his own course when 
a dithi recently arose between two of his , 
Messrs. Jarvis and Smith, which elicited a challenge from 
the former, promptly and nobly declined by the latter. This 
refusal, it is said, was loudly and stigmatized 
as cowardly by Mr. Cilley. This circumstance does not 
come to us well-authenticated, but it is spoken of as noto- 


rious at piles») poe 

But enough of detail and circumstance. The 
reader who has not seen the official statement will 
find its substance in the foregoing. He can lay 
the blame where he chooses. e blame only 
the accursed spirit of False Honor which required 
this bloody sacrifice—the horrid custom of 1- 
ling w exacts and palliates this atrocity. It 


appears evident that Mr. Cil!-y’s course must baye | sider 


been based on the n that Col. Webb 





was not entitled to be regarded a 
and if so, there was hardly an escape 


NO. 4, 


b conclusion after Mr. Graves had once con- 
» however unconsciously, to bear the note of 
Col. Webb. Each of the parties doubtless acted 
as he considered due to his own character; each 
was right in the view of the duellist’s code of 
honor, but feafully wrong in the eye of reason, of 
morality, of humanity, and the imperative laws of 
man and of God. the principals one sl 
cold and stiff beneath the icy pall of winter and the 
elods of the valley; a ot vans mare to be 
ves to execrate through years of anguish 
and remorse the hour when he was impelled to im- 
brue his hands in the blood of a fellow-being. 


Mr. Graves we know personally, aud a milder 
and more amiable leman is rarely to be met 
with. He has for the last two years been « Re- 


presentative from the Louisville District, Ken- 
tucky, and is universally estecmed and beloved, 
Mr. Cilley was a young man of one of the best 
families in New Hampshire ; his grandfather was 
a Colonel and afterwards a General of the Kevolu- 
tion. His brother was a Captaip in the last War 
with Great Britain, and leader of the desperate 
eg charge at Bridgewater. Mr. Cilley him- 
self, though quite a young man, has been for two 
ears sae gh hice tent utatives of 

ne, was ear elected to Congress from 

the Lincoln District. which is decidedly opposed 
to him in F apesvips and which recently gave 1,200 
re for the otherside. Young as he was, he 
h acquired a wide popularity and influence in 
his own State, and was laying the foundations of a 
brilliant career in the National Councils. And 
this man, with so many ties to bind him to life, with 
the sky of bis future bright with hope, without an 
enemy on earth, and with a wife and three children 
of tender age whom his death must drive to the 
verge of madness—has perished miserably in a 


combat forbidden by God, growing out of a differ- 
ence so pitiful in itself, so direful in its conse- 
quences. 


Could we add any thing to render the moral 
md@® terribly impressive ? 


EEE 
THE LAWS OF HONOR. 

Tt may well puzzle a plain man to det 
wherein Honor consists, according to what Mr. 
Graves terms “the usages known among gentle- 
men.”’ We omitted to state in our ing arti- 
cle on the bloody Duel at Washington that, prior 
to the third fire the following negociations took 

“Mr, Wise then, ing to his recollection, asked 
Mr. Jones “whether Mr. Cilley would not say, that in de- 
elining to receive the note of Col. Webb, he meant no dis- 


ot to Mr. Graves, either directly or indirectly.” To 
which Mr. Jones replied affirmatively, adding, “ Mr. Cil- 
ley entertains the highest respect for Mr. Graves, but de- 


clined to receive the note because he chose to be drawn into 
no controversy with Col. Webb."’ After further explana- 
tory conversation, the ies then exchanged the third 
fairly and ly, a8 in every instance." 
ow it seems to us that only the prevalence of 
a murderour spirit couk| have protracted the Duel 
beyond this point. True, it left Mr. Graves im 
point of satisfaction just where he began, He 
was still subject to the original imputation of bear- 
disgraceful message. But those mere skilled 
in the code of gentlemanly sla 
a duel of etiquette a single 
heal the most lacerated honor; and that, while it 
is the part of the challenged party then to make 
the most ample a or reparation, and of the 


re is sufficient to 


about the etiquette 
whole business too thoroughly—but we know well 


that a valuable life has been sacrificed and a horri- 
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26 
ble deed perpetrated, pear ashadow upou'the 
fame of the nation as well as imprinting a darker 
hue upon the character of hod con ed=-and 
th's in a difficulty between two men, who had per- 
£0 1ally a high opinion of each other and no sort 
of animosity inthe world. And what was the diffi- 
culty ? One had borne a message to the other from 
a third person, whom. the second declined to con- 
sider a gentleman! For this, the Laws of Honor 
must have blood; and the laws of God and society 


must be ouraged to obey the requisition. For 
ever perish such honor! 


MR. HALL’S SPEECH. : 
The Speech of Mr. Hauxz on the bill to abolish 
the monopoly of the Auction business by specially 
appointed officers, to the exclusion of all who can- 
not show the Executive firman, will richly repay a 
perusal. Of that portion which respects party 
politics there will of course be two opinions; but 
in regard to the great principle of separating ordi- 
nary business from official dependency—of re- 
moving all possible legal restraints from the free 
action of trade and enterprise—of enabling all 
men to pursue whatever not immoral vocation they 
may choose without hindrance or obstruction from 
law, except it be pursued to the detrimentof the pub- 
lic welfare—there is no real diversity of sentiment. 
We have never met two persons who would not, 
concede that the principle on which rests our late 
Auction system, with many like it which are not 
yet abolished, is wrong, and ought to be abandon- 
ed as fast as possible. Still, there is a want of 
clearly defined views on the subject—of a perfect 
understanding of the principles of Free Trade in 
its most liberal sense—in that sense which regards 
Government but as instituted to protect men 
against foreign aggression, and internal depravity, 
and to stimulate industry, enterprise; and exertion 
by affording them all possible facilities, but never 
imposing restrictions. These are the relics of a 
darker age, when the king’s pander was rewarded 
for his services by a grant of the exclusive right of 
selling salt, sugar, or spices within the kingdom— 
a grant not dissimil r in many points to the exer- 
cise of power involved in our late Auction System. 
The views of Mr. Hall in opposition to this sys- 
tem and principle will commend themselves by 
their clearness as well as cogency and justice; 
and it is no indirect or unmeaning tribute to their 
soundness that the bill which they advocated 
since passed the Assembly by some four or five to 
one, and the Senate by an unanimous vote, while 
an effort to effect the same object last winter was 
defeated in its earliest stages. 


CONGRESS. 

The deplorable death of Mr. omer: 
to the laws of honorable murder, fitly engrosses 
all thoughts at Washington. -The funeral took 

lace on Monday of last week, in the hall of the 

ouse of Representatives, and was attended by the 
President, Vice President, Heads of Departments, 
Foreign Ministers, and public officers generally, 
beside the two Houses of Congress with the Maine 
Delegation as mourners. The scene and occa- 
sion will not soon pass from the minds of those 
present. Rev. Mr. Slicer, Chaplain of the 
Senate, offered a most impressive prayer, and was 
followed by Rev. Mr. Reese, Chaplain of the 
House, in a thrillingly powerful Sermon against 
the inhuman, revolting, and fiend-like custom of 
Duelling. Great numbers of the audience were 
irresistibly affected to tears. We will hope that 
this transient evidence of sorrow is not the last 
which will be afforded, but that Congress will 
not adjourn withdut adopting some measure which 
will put at an end, and for ever, to the infernal 
practice, at least at the seat of our National Gov- 
ernment. 

We rejoice to perceive that an investigation of 
this atrocious affair has been ordered. ether 
there be or be not auy facts not already develop- 
ed, we care not: Let Congress, in every possible 
manner, express its abhorrence of this deed of 
blood. Let it wash out the stain from the National 
escutcheon. Let it erect such barriers around 





according 
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1 freed: te inour halls of Jegislation as 
ce my ‘ig the ean: 
‘a nation co that it be not suffered to. pass 
unimproved. — 
Sages 
-* WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Messrs. Wise and Jones close their official bul- 
letin of the bloody affair at Washi with the 
expression of a ry: ye they shall be questioned 
no further of ‘this unfortunate affair.” Very 
sincerely, doubtless; ‘but their wish cannot be 
gratified. Of this, however, another time. But 
why “unfortunate affair?” It seems to us to have 
been eminently successful. What was the object 
proposed? For what purpose was the rifle, dead- 
liest. of murderous weapons, selected? Why 
such haste to the field of combat, leaving no time 
for conciliation and compromise? For what pur- 

se did Mr. Jones tender the use of his rifle to 

r. Graves? With what view did Mr. Wise pro- 

e to shorten the distance between the parties ? 

n short, if the purpose were not deadly, what did 

the whole affair mean? We must be slow of ap- 

pemmension in regard to these deep mysteries of 
onor. 





DETESTABLE. 

The New-York Journal of Commerce, which has 
been foremost in expressing and stimulating the 
universal execration and horror of the late atroci- 
ty at —a- contains the following infamous 

raph: 

en e on it on what we deem good authority, that Mr. 
Duncan stands ready to give Col. Webb a certificate of 
gentility any day, He makes no secret of it that he con- 
siders Mr. Webb a gentleman. Mr. Duncan, witha’, is 
the most suitable man in the world to give such a certifi- 
cate; for he used the character of the Spy and his em- 
as 3 much more freely than did Mr. Ciliey.” : 

f the Grand Jury of New-York does its duty, 
such a direct and shameful incitement to further 
crime and bloodshed will not pass without repre- 
hension. The hypocrisy and depravity betrayed 
are not very astonishing, all things considered. 

—_—_— 


LEGISLATURE. 
The Senate has been chiefly engaged through- 


out the week preceding this (‘Tuesday evening) in | P 


the discussion of a bill to distribute the Literature 
Fund among the Seminaries and Schools of the 
State. It has not yet been sent to the House. 
To-day there was an interesting discussion on the 
laws regulating the Naturalization of Aliens and 
the proof of such Naturalization to be given at 
Elections. 

In the House, afternoon sessions are now held, 
which are devoted to the discussion of a bill to en- 
courage - Agricultural Improvement throughout 
the State, by granting $25,000 from the Treasury 
to such County Agricultural Societies as have been 
or may hereafter be formed, and which will raise 
a sum equal to their proportion of this Fund to be 
distributed in premiums. There is no doubt that 
some bill for this object will be passed, as all ap- 
pear to be in favor of it. There is some diversity 
of opinion, however, in regard to the precise man- 
ner in which the aid thus extended may best be 
applied and expended. 

A bill to repeal the law of 1835 creating the 
offices of Weighmaster General and Weighers 
under the State in the city of New-York, passed 
the Assembly on Tuesday. The only opposition 
to it was that of Messrs. F. King and Mann, who 
moved also to include a section of an older law 
by which the Common Council of New-York 
are empowered to appoint Weighers, not of mer- 
chandize, but of certain articles which enter into 
the consumption of the City. No direct opposi- 
tion was made to the objects of the bill. The 
proposed amendment was rejected, after a warm 
debate: Yeas 10, Noes 68—and the bill ordered to 
a third reading. 

The Senate has passed a resolution to adjourn 
on Monday, the 9th of April; the House have 
amended it so as to agree to adjourn on Wednes- 
day, the 18th. This will probably be the day finally 
agreed upon. 








POLITICS OF es DAY. 
Marinx.—The Se = of i of this 
& DL 


State has passed ling the Note Prohibi- 
tion by a large majority; the Senate, being of different 
politics, will agree only to a Suspension. us matters 


stood at our last advices. 

The House have resolved to receive their pay in the 
common currency of the country; the Senate will take 
nothing but the hard coin. 


Missovri.—Gen. Wm. H. Ashley and John Wilson, 
Esq. have been selected by the of the National 
Administration in Missouri as their candidates for Con- 
gress at the July Election. The other party will doubtless 
run their pr t Members, Messrs. Albert G. Harrison 
and John Miller. 


Massacuusetts.—The Members of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts opposed to the measures of the present Na- 
tional Administaation (being about three-fourths of the 
whole number) assembled in Convention on W 
evening, 28th ult. and nominated Hon. Epwarp Everett 
as Governor and Georce Hux as Lieutenant Governor- 
They further declared Daniet Wester as the first and 
Hewry Cvay the second choice of Massachusetts for the 
Presidency at the ensuing election. 


New Jersey.—The bill creating a new county from 
parts of Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex and Burli 
counties, is now alaw. The ulation of the new county 
is 15,590. It is to be called Mercer, after the name of the 
gallant officer who fell at the battle of ‘Stonybrook. The 

egislature go into joint meeting for the appointment of 
— on Wednesday, on which day it will edjoutn sine 

ie. 

Outo.—A letter from Columbus dated the 16th, says that 
the Legislature will probably adjourn on the 12th of 
ey P 

ya Special Message of Gov. Vance, it that 
the State 1s minus some fifty thousand palin ly -ypecddy of 
the quota of Public Lands, on account of the construction 
of the Wabash and Erie Canal; the quantity actually se- 
lected being 230,000 acres, while 279,480 ure due by the 
terms of the grant. 

Both branches have passed the resolution protesting 
against the admission of Texas into the Union. In the 
House the vote stood 60 to 3. The bill to abolish public 
executions has also passed the Senate by a vote of 20 to 13. 


Inp1sna.—By the Report of the Chief Engineer of the 
State Board of Internal Improvement of Indiana, it is 
shown that the number of hands employed on_ the i 
works last season, was 5,821. The wages per vary 
from $19 to $21. The White Water “Cans from Brook . 
ville to Lawrenceburg, 34 miles, has been 
rosecuted with an effective average force of 975 men, 
it is calculated that boats will be able to pass the whole 
length by the Ist of October next. 

A bill passed both Houses of the General Assembly, 
making professional gambling, or the keeping of any sort of 
a gambling bank or table, a penitentiary offence. 

Massacuusetts.—The only State taxes now paid by 
the citizens of this State, are the Bauk tax and Aue- 
tion tax. The first of these taxes is the principal source of 
revenue to the State. The amount of Bank taxes paid in 
the year 1837, was $379,175 12. The amount of Auctien 
tax in the same year, $55,942 90. 

A large public meeting was held in Boston on the 23d, 
requesting the Banks to extend their discounts at least ten 

cent. The twenty-five associated Banks had, since 
ctober 7th, reduced their di $3,614,000. 

Indiana Banks.—The resolution justifying and a 
ving the suspension of specie payments by the banks of 
that State, has passed both branches of the Legislature of 
Indiana. It passed the Senate by a vote of 30 to 15, and 
the House, by a vote of 62 to 35. 





Banks of the State of New York.—We publish the 
monthly return of the banks of this state tothe Ist of Feb. 
inst. It hasbeen delayed, unavoidably, for a few days. 
A comparison with preceding reports, presents the follow- 
ing results. We extend the comparison to December, 
because the return to the Ist January being the annual 
report, was not in the usual form of the monthly returns 
and not convenient for this purpose. 


, June 1 Dec. 1. Feb. 1. 
Loans and Discounts $64,391,299 $54,809,505 $52,383,854 
Specie 13 = 3,482,620 3,949,232 
Circulation 14,940,498 13,908,893 14,545,650 
Due Canal Fund 2,052,588 2,892,464 3,249,730 
“ State Treasurer 2,152,950 244,291 147,572 
“ U.P Brenner thie asenan 199,442 
” Ind. Depositors 16,100,930 14,950,163 
Profits 6,329,726 7,210,870 8,010,450 


The above statements show a diminution of loans and 
discounts, since the Ist of December, (two months) of 
$1,425,651; an increase of specie of $466,712; a dimin- 
ished circulation of $2,363,043; an increase of the Canal 
Fund ites of $356,266; a decrease of the State 
Treasurer's Deposite of $66,319; an increase of the U. S. 

ite of $3,299 ; and a decrease of individual deposites 
of $1,150,767. (Argue. 
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SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

Ata ferndy hen th city of New-York, held on the 
98th of February, 1838, the committee on“ the resumption of spe- 
ie payments” submitted the following report, in part, viz: 

In contemplation of the resumption of specie payments, 

the banks of the city of New York, on or before the tenth 

May next, and under the uncertain contingency ofa sim- 
ultaneous or early resumption by the banks of some of the 
other commercial cities, it is incumbent on those of 
New York to all the measures within the limits of 
their resources, which may enable them not only to resume, 
but also to maintain specie gage 

Much has already been done in that respect, the result 
eau banks, as of 
ive action on their part. 

1. It appears by the annual returns of the Bank Com- 
missioners, that, exclusively of the Dry Dock Bank, which 
is not included in the return of this year, the gross amount 
of all the liabilities of the city banks payable on demand, 
deducting therefrom tho notes andchecks of other banks, 
held by them and the balances due to them by others banks 
amounted on the lat of January, 1836, to $26,918,105. 
om the Ist January, 1837, to$25,485,287 ; andon the IstJan. 
1838, to $12,920,60;—making a diminution in the 
liabilities of more than twelve millions and a half during 
the year 1837. 

2. Tho detailed statement for the 1st of January, 1838, 
rendered by the several city banks to their standing com- 
mittee, shows a balance to their credit of more than four 
millions due to them by the banks out of the State, and of 
more than two millions in account with all the banks out of 





the city. Ample means, as also a) those state- 
ments, have been by the country s of the 
om, for the redemption of their notes which circulate in 
the city. 


On a view of the whole subject, we may confidently say 
that the relative strength of the banks is, and at the time 
of the resumption, will be, greater than it was during the 
last two » and probably at any former time. 

The fall in the rate of foreign exchanges, now considera- 
bly below par in our city paper, renders it absolutely certain 
that no ex tion of specie can take place, and more 
than prbebie a considerable influx may be expected. 

now indisputable, must have an effect on public 


This 
b wear and ought toremove the apprehensions of those 
w 


may have believed our efforts for an carly resumption 
premature. Secure, as all the Banks ofthe United States 
are, aguinst foreign demand, we are justified in expecting 
their co-operation. If this is obtained, we do not perceive 
any obstacle to an early, easy and safe resumption of spe- 
cie pay ments. 

A continued suspension, on the part of some of the other 
great commercial cities, can alone render the resumption 
on our part difficult, and may prevent a free application of 
the legitimate resources of New York. Yet, such is the 
favorable relative state ofthe balances between this and 
other parts of the Union, that, for the present, but little 
need be apprehended from the effect of natural causes. 
Of deliberate acts of hostility,as there could be no motive 
for such, there should be no apprehensions on our part. 
We trustthat, supported by the community of this city and 
by the State, the banks will be able to surmount all obsta- 
dhe, and on or before the tenth of May, to resume and sus- 
tain specie payments. 

The Es measures on their part appear to be, 
first a reduction of their liabilities out of the State, and 
drawing in their foreign funds; second, an equalization of 
the bala nces due trom and toeach other, and a mutual 
return of their notes, which may enable all to resume on an 
equal footing and with equal safety; third, a sufficient in- 


crease of their specie. On these points the commitiee 
will submit a separate report. 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
PETER STAGG, 
GEO. NEWBOLD, 


CORN’S HEYER, 


meeting. j 
On motion, Resolved, that the same be published. 
BENJ. M. BROWN, Chairman. 
WM. M. VERMILYE, Secretary. 


Treasury Derartme T, March 1, 1838. 


The Treasury notes issued up to this date, under the duet 


ee Congress on the 12th of October, 
837, amount to $6,518,946,65. 

It returns made up to the same period, 
that has been received for duties and lands, and in 
payment of debts, about $2,518,946,65. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


New Jersey.—The Council of this state have passed ® 
law, giving each county, after the next census; (1840) one 
for every six thousand free inhabitants. No 

county to have less representatives than at present.. 











From Florida.—The following interesting intelli is 
contained in a letter rein on Cihapanaer Gen. Jesup in, 
Florida. The Richmond Whig. from which we copy it. 
states that the letter is dated 20 miles south of Jupiter in 
let, and was writen on the 9th inst. 

“We have reached the much talked of “ Evergtades.” 
an] have the last two days marched through mud, grass, 
uaa water, — to three feet deep, finding 

ry space enough to encamp w at night. cam- 
paign has been by far the coin naling and laborious of 
any since that war commenced. Every one, from the 
General down. has done his duty tothe best of his ability, 

At the solicitation of a negro prisoner, a talk was had 
with theIndians. They being yong warriors, commanded 
by Hadjo, and merely a scouting y, stated that they 
were tired of the war, but they c 
as the chiefs were not there. They req 
clock to day, (the 8th,) when they would again see the 

Gen. and have atalk; and while Iam writing Gen.Jesup, 
with several officers, and a force at hind sufficient to guard 
against stratagem and surprise, are now in council about 
half a mile off, and I hope something may be done to put 
an end to this almost interminable war—interminable I say’ 
because the page <> A has placed these savages in a coun- 
try inhabitable only by themselves, and where Xenaphen’s 
army cvuld not displace them so long as they chose to re- 
aa hide have-fastness and hiding places, where 
ie inambush, wait until wecome w m the advance, 
kill and wound, and then run off. yin war 
Col. Z. Taylor (of whom I have before made worthy men. 
tion) penetrated to the west far as-posible, but on acconnt 
ry has been compelled to fall back, and is now 
I believe at Fort Brooke or Bassinger. An express re- 
ceived last night, informs us that 130 including negroes, 
men, women and children, have gone in to him. Among 
them 46 men who bore arms. 

7 o'clock, P. M. The general and other officers have 
returned from the council, accompanied by Hadjo, (a con- 
siderable character, ) and 8 other Seminoles. ‘Two of them 
came to my tent, where I fed them from my scanty ly, 
(for we cannot carry much in our pockets,) and pry «2h 
some to carry out. 

They bog to be permitted to retain a small of the 
country. They say it is their home—the home of their 
fathers—that they were born here, and love the country, 
and would not leaveit. The General has consented that 
they shall remain until they hear from Washington. They 
are tired of fighting—they don’t wish to hurt the white 
man, nor trouble anything belonging to him. 

They are not restrained, but permitted to go out _ 
Two of them stay in our camp to night from choice. They 
did not bring their arms. To-morrow they will have 
another talk, when something more will be ascertained. 
Tustogee, whocommanded onthe 24th ult. wus here at 
the talk, and wil! probably come in to-morrow. 


Florida. —Extract of a letter received in this city, dated 
Fort Fannie, E. F. Jan. 23. 

Gen. Charles Nelson and his command liad a hard fight 
on the 2d instant, in Vacassy swamp, near this place, which 
lasted from 2 until5 o’clock. The number of Indians in 
thefight was abont 200. One chief named Chickachoo, 
and 15 men and children, were taken pri . The right 
wing of the army was commanded by Gen. Nelson, the 
left by Col. Foster—both fought like bull dogs. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded; Kil- 
led, Lieut. Jennings. Wopnded, Col. Foster, slightly; 
Col. Ambrister, do.; serj. maj. Jones, badly; Assistant 
surgeon, Moses Shettall,of S h, badly; privates Dunn 
and Glass, badly. 

When Col. Foster was shot down, he refused to leave 
the ground. When Dr. Sheftall was wounded he ordered 
the men to leave him. Yours, [Macon Telegraph 


The Cumanches.—lt isa simgular fact in history, that 
the tribe of Indians called Cumanches, who live a wander- 
ing life in the Mexiean territory in and about Texas, have 
maintained their independ against the powers le 
and the Mexican States, since the days of Cortes Pi- 
zarro. They are more numerous, warlike and independent 
than any other tribe in America, and have been for a centn- 
ry past the terror of the frontier provinces of Mexico. They 
are the Tartars of the American continent. Their warriors 
are all splendidly mounted, and as hersemen they age un- 
surpassed by any people in the world. More than a hun- 
years ago, a party of them went to the sea-shore and 
were attacked by the Spaniards and all killed, and since that 
the tribe has never been known to venture near the coast. 

[ Louisville Journal. 








Orange Co.—A very full Convention of the citizens of 
this Cnt reas to the Sub-Treasury scheme, and in 
favor of ills, was held at Goshen on the 24th ult. 
The veteran James Bunt, of Warwick, who was a Jefler- 
son Elector of President in 1800, ided. ITsanc 
Van Duzer, Esq. drafted the Resol , which are very 
decided in their purport. 
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CANAL TOLLS. 
Statement of the amount of tolls received on the several 
Connie fa fale ete dncech vate, trom den leh day eGo 
wary, , , 18 ‘ 
Ripe 





BED cncnenaenass x Me aesesas tone. eM 
1B2]..cessepeces 14,388 ATecccesceee 14,388 47 
THOS... roccccee 64,072 40r.sccccees 64,072 40 
1823 ,....s.ecee0 152,058 33....-0.00+ 153,968.93 
Sl dhnon2cengee, AE Eites bennn «+» 340,761 07 
1825 ....escecces 50G,112 DFicccseeees 566,112 97 
Mh is cotati hanon 762,003 Brcececeece 762,003 60 
1897 ...ceseeesss 959/058 48....0000+5 859 058.43 
esecece 885,407 2B..sc0.000. 838,694 65 

ceonee 795,054 S2..ee00s00+ 819,187 45 
reneveeeeess 1,032,599 13. .0+++00++1,056,022 12 
IBS]... ceeeeeee Dp194,610 49.00. .0000+ 1,228,801 98 
1832... osseeeeee 1, l95,804 23.....00+001,280,483 47 
1833.00. or ee eooe 1,422,695 22.....+0000,408,715 22 


1B34 . 26 sees eeee 1,294,649 66....6++00+1,390,799 56 
1B35 .. 04050000001, 492,811 59... .000++1,548,072 39 
1836 . 06444 eee + L556,269 37.2 .405 000+ 1,014,680 38 
1837 ..0- .e0eve0e 1,239,052 49...... 60+ 1,293,129 80 





$14,823,746 64 $15,191,879 68 

The other Canals in the State besides the Erie and 
Champlain, are the Oswego, the Ca and Seneca, Che 
mung, the Crooked Lake and the All these, 


Broome Co. no . (making 6 . to 4 Adm, in 
county ;) Lyme, 

Co. Carlisle, Scho. Co. 40 maj. amden, Del. 
onan Renss. Co. 82 maj. Waterford, 
‘0. 3 - 

Ad ministration. —H , Wash. Co, 10 5 
bridge, Chen. Co. Oma T me 
Post, 2 maj. Chemung, 80 maj. Big 

Le 


Bain- 


" in, 
Chem, Co, 2 


i 


maj. Veteran, 47 maj. 


FIRES. 

Fire in New- York.—Three handsome brick stores of 
five stories, on Coenties Slip, were destroyed 
about six o'clock on Tugsday evening. a 
in the ship chandlery store of John Ormond & Co. 1 
wos chaedl’ Me ~~ eum peed: 
was c s 16 wasa , corner 
street was i by Craig & Dellicker 
cers, who their 6 


from 

was, we understand, injured at above fire, 
falling upon the ice and strik er task part of bie bind 
a Te ene e of 
C Andrew Demeritt, were destroyed on 

their clothing. Lous about $2000, 

At Fitchburg, Mass. the woollen factory 

lis & Co. was discovered to be on fire on the evening of the 


Mortality.—Died, near Galveston, Texas, Elijah H. 
Barritt, . Mr. Witham Burritt, Mr. Alfred Andrews, 
Mr. Jabez wall, and Mre. Mary Ann Belden. 
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EBATE ON SMALL BILLS. 


IN ASSEMBLY, Tvespay, Feb. 2.7 
Py ag 
REMARKS OF MR. ALLEN. 


Mr. L. F. Atte, of Erie, remarked, that in the vote he 
was about to give on the question before the House, he feli 
bound to explain his reasons. A week or two since, Mr. 
Speaker, J voted to non-concur in the amendments of the 
Senate to the Small Bill law, as by’ this House, 
I voted against those a’ ts for the reasons then ex- 
plained. I thought them contrary to the wishes of the 

le, in defiance of their expressed will; ‘oppressive to 

usiness of the country; and deservedly odious, as re- 
enacting a law which now stands in its ical effects, a 
dead letter upon your Statute Book. I think so still. 1 
have seen no reasons to change my opinion respecting the 
principles of the bill before you. It may possibly give, 
after your banks shall have resumed specie 





perme a 
. modicum of ‘relief; but that it will give the relief now de- 


manded by the people in the present appalling crisis, I do 
not at all believe. a 

The first bill passed by this House, was one of high cha- 
racter. Without meddling with the transient treaty madc 
by your last Legislature for suspending specie payments ; a 
stipulation which will soon expire by its own limitation ; 
it proposed that your State currency should be restored to 
its original character; a currency suited to the wants ard 
conveniences of the people, under which we had grown up 
and transacted our business; a currency with which we 
were satisfied, and with which the whole people would have 
been always satisfied, had not their minds been poisoned by 
the nostrums of the political and financial quacks who have 
for years held possession of our g 1 gover 2 
bill, sir, was simple, clear, and explicit. We sent it to the 
Senate. After weeks of delay, our bill was stricken out, 
and the present amendments sent to us for concurrence. 
Could this House, as honoreble men, as representatives of 
a free, yet a distressed, and a oemeing people, assent to 
those amendmonts, changing, as they did, the entire princi- 
ples of the bill we had enacted? No, sir. They cou'd 
not—would not—do it; and with a spirit and ptitude 
worthy of the occasion, we forthwith sent ir amerd- 
ments to the place whence they came. The Senate then 
voted to adhere to their ame’ . Yet affecting a de- 
esire to conciliate, they proposed a Committe of Conference, 
with a corresponding Committee of this Assembly. We, 
sir, confiding in their expressed wish to come to an arrange- 
ment, responded to their proposition, and h for some 
good a But we were aguindisappointed. The Cor- 
mittee on the part of that Senate offered nothing—absc- 
lutely nothing, in principle, and proposed to add, as a last 
concession, a paltry twelve months to the dispensation th: y 
had before given to the people. Our own committee, after 
making every proposition which looked like giving relief to 
the community, without compromising the honor of this 
House, and their own official integrity, terminated the nego- 
tiations in despair, satisfied that the committee on the other 
part would yield nothing to the public will. It is unne- 
cessary to explain the proceedings of that committee. 
Their labors are before you and before the public. 

Thus, sir, stands ghe matter before this House. We can 
do nothing more with our own bill. The Senate are inex- 
orable. What thenshall we do? Could I take my own 
course, regardless of our business affairs, and the deep per- 
vading distress of the people, I would still vote to adhere 
to our non-concurrence. The bill should die, before I 
would sanction a principle so important, so odious, and so 
totally impracticable, as the return to the enactment of 
nalties against your people, for doing what they have the 
undoubted constitutional right to do—to trade in any proper 
currency they choose ; and the responsibility of defeating a 
measure so just in itself, and important to the people, shall 
rest with the body who have refused it to them.. 
b I, sir, have called this bill a mockery! More. I call it 
odious! aye, hateful! compared to what your people de- 
mand. And bad as itis, I fully believe the authors of it do 
not now wish it passed. Had they still the possession of 
this bill, we should not again see it; and the people suffer- 
inzg-—distressed—ruined, as they now are, would be denied 
the pitiful boon which it holds outto them. The Adminis- 
tration party on this floor think by their taunts to drive us 
from it, and throw the odium of defeating entirely the 
slight benefit which the people may derive from it, upon us. 
They reproach us with the speeches we have made against 
it, the epithets we applied to it, and mark our inconsister.- 
cy in now embracing that which we, a few days since, so 
so strongly reprobated. But they will find themselves mis- 
taken. We know that our own bill, fraught as it is with 
benefits to the public, cannot pass the Senate. | de- 
clare that the bill they have given us is better. We do not 
believe it. Yet they themselves have an after-thought; and 
were it now in their power, would withhold even this tri- 
fling concession altogether. But, sir, they shall not be 
gratified. We have possession of the bill; and bitter, 
nauseating, and hateful as the drug may be, we swallow it. 
That bill goes not back to the Senate. 

And now, Mr. Spain, I have to settle this matter with 





my constituents, feel obliged per force to vote for a 









dence. I-would have donebetter, I did, sir, vote for a 
bill, which, could it have- I 
given them substantial relief. But in our efforts to obtain 
that bill, we tama pe and we are nowdriven en hu- 
miliating alternative of adopting a measure in which we re- 
cognise no immediate or permanent relief, or nothing —ab- 
sulutely nothing! I say again, Mr. Speaker, had I no in- 
terésts but my own to consult, —— should never pass 
this law. Its principles, after first two sections, are 
odious : I hate it! 

I freely on this subject, sir. Ihave a right to do 
$0. P of the State of New-York are represent- 
ed on this floor by one hundred and one members, who are 
in favor of the bill they Beary in opposition to twenty- 
seven who opposed it. Could the whole Senate have been 
elected at the last election, that body would have stood 
twenty-four friends of our bill to eight against it. And yet, 
knowing, as the majority of that body do, the will of the 
people, and so knowing, bound hy every honorable consi- 

ration to obey it, they thus trifle with their calamities. 
This, sir, is not an abstract party measure. It is one de- 
manded in the distresses of the times, by all classes of our 
community, of all political parties, from their representa- 
tives in the i . Your House of Assembly grant- 
ed their request. The Senate denied it. With them 
ag a I wash my hands of it ; and let the peo- 

le j " 
« And my word for it, the le will judge! They will 
right the matter hereafter. I now state deliberately in 
my place, that I dislike the bill. It is not in conformity 
with the wishes of the people. And while this action of 
mine presents the strange anomaly of voting for a measure 
which I thoroughly condemn in principle, and which I am 
forced to adopt as a measure of desperate expediency, I 
here PROTEST against the power that has forced us to 
this aiternative. I PROTEST against it in the name of 
my immediate constituents—of the 8,000 Whig majority in 
the County of Erie; and I PROTEST against it in the 
name of the whole people! 

Mr. Hoarp would with deference detain the House a 
moment. It had been charged upon the Senate that they 
wished to evade the demands of the people. 1 deny it. 
I claim for myself as much sincerity as others. - I took the 
ground at first that a Suspension was demanded; that we 
were laboring under extraordinary circumstances. A sus- 
pension would answer the present. wants of the cormmuni- 
ty. A repeal could be had afterwards, if desirable. I 
would refer to the documents appended to the Report of 
the Committee of Conference, to show the the sincerity of 
the Senate. (See Doc. No.9. Also No. 10.) [Ounthese 
Mr. H. commented at length. 

Mr. WarDweE Lt deprecated the language made use of 
by gentlemen with regard tv the co-ordinate branch of this 

islature. Gentlemen were continually protesting against 
this measure, and yet avowing their determination to vote 
for it. He saw no reason for all this heat and passion. 
What is this bill? Merely one to suspend for two years 
the law ssing small notes. It was a measure which 
had met his approbation from the first, and he should give 
it a hearty support. 

Mr. Mann.—Mr: Speaker, this perhaps is the proudest 
day in the history of the Empire State. iron tongue 
of time has tolled away two months since we came here, 
and the first billof the Assembly has not yet passed. The 
recording pen of history is inscribing a bright page for this 
Legislature. Gentlemen have got over their rejoicing: 
they have come to their senses; and as the fruit of the un- 


Pe-| paralleled victories of last fall, we have—Prayers and 


Small Bills. He thought gentlemen should be allowed to 
avail themselves of expunging doctrines, and draw black 
lines around their speeches in the Evening Journal. It ean 
be done very easy. It may be best, however, to adopt the 
idea of the gentleman from Monroe, and commit them to 
the commoa hangman, to be expunged by fire. He was 
happy to see that his shot of yesterday tcok effect; thatthe 
flock of 100 had been roused by it ; even their leader seem- 
ed to be fluttered. Gentlemen must be surprised by the 
contrast between their sentiments a few days since and those 
now advanced. [He proceeded to give some extracts from 
the remarks of Mr. TayLor on the original non-concur- 
rence.] Gentlemen on the other side were now occupying 
the same ground they did on the original policy of sup 

pressing Small Bills. [He passed then to Mr. Silliman, 


| whose remarks he likewise criticised.] The gentleman 


from Erie loeked one way and rowed another; denounced 
the bill and yet avowed his purpose to vote for ti. [Mr. 
MANN went on to show that some prominent Whigs 
had originally favored the policy of suppressing Small 
Bills, &.} 
On the proposition of Mr. Mann to amend by extend- 
ing the time of the suspension to three and four years. 
Mr. G. W. Patterson said he had not intended ‘to say 
a word in reference to the bill now before the House, and 
should not have said any thing at this time, if the amend- 
ment had not been offered by the gentleman from Herki- 
mer, (Mr. Mann.) He had become acquainted, for the 
last few years, too well with the tricks of those who had 


and controlled the legislation of this State, and 
oer ais bil wee placed i Sonia ted Gone 
trust this bill to be again in the power 

—Senate did he say! no, he did not intend to say the Sen- 
ate—but he meant to say the wire-workers who manage 
the affairs of this State and Nation. If it should be sent 
to the other side of yonder wall (pointing to the Senate 
chamber,) with a single word or syllable altered, it would 
either be laid upon the shelf, or would be sent back so 
clogged, loaded down and mutilated, that they themselves 
would hardly know it. 

Mr. P. said the people to the number of about fifty 
thousand, had petitioned for an unconditional repeal of the 
law of 1835, and this House had passed a bill in conformi- 
ty with their wishes, and had sent it to the Senate where it 
had been so managed that not a single vestige of it remain- 
ed. The House had non-concurred in the Senate’s amend- 
ments. The Senate had adhered, and we are now under 
the necessity of taking the Senate’s bill, or the whole mea- 
sure must be defeated. 

The gentleman from Herkimer had spoken of the 
sal of the joint committee on the part of the Senate. , 
(Mr. P.) cared not for the propositions, amendments or 
modifications of the Senate’s committee; he cared not for 
the propositions of the committee on the part of the House; 
he would now take the bill just as it wassentto this House 
by the Senate, with all its j.upczcections. If it is not what 
it should be, that is no favit of ours: He would not consent 
to allow one jot or one title of the bill of the Senate to be 
altered—as such alteration would put it out of our 1. 
This is the only bill we can obtain for the people who hay 
asked at our hands an unconditional repeal—a Lent 
ning and bleeding under the oppression of an unfee pt 
ministration. This is the only bill the Senate are willing 
to give to the public. They had predicted it was all 54 
was needed to heal the body litte, and he was willing | 
take the Senate at their word; he would cz this sw t 
before the people and let them decide which House 
best dtkataed the duty entrusted to them—which hed 
best conformed to their wishes. He was willing, and desi- 
rous of going to trial before that tribunal. He could not 
therefore consent to let this bill again pass into the hands 
of the Senate, for we know not that even the small pittance 
it offers to the people could then be attained. 

Mr. Patterson said he would not allow the vote to be 
taken under the representations of the pratense from Her- 
kimer, and a false issue to be made. It is nota question of 
whether we will have small bills for ¢wo or three years, but 
it was a question whether we would have small bills at adi 
The express wishes of the people had already been defeat 
ed by be Senate, in the rejection of the Assembly’s bill, 
and the gentleman from Herkimer now desires to 
the Senate’s bill so that it may be sent back to that body, 
and allow even this poor boon to be denied, or be loaded 
down with another lot of amendments which would make 
it worse than useless. He would not charge the gentleman 
from Herkimer with such a design, but such would be the 
inevitable consequence, if the amendment should be adopt- 
ed. We have no assurance that we should haye small bills 
in any shape, if that bill goes back to the Senate altered in 
the least. We have no assurance that the Senate would 
— any part of it. The gentleman from Herkimer he 

id not consider good authority, as to what the Senate 
would or would not do. If the Kireto had really intended 
or desired that the people should have small bills, they 
would have passed the Assembly’s bill. He was, there- 
fore, unwilling that the bill should go back to the Senate 
with a single word altered. No one knew how it would 
come back here again, or whether it would come back atall. 

The gentleman from Herkimer has dwelt largely on the 
subject of the ““ Whigs” reviving the old custom of opening 
our morning sessions with prayer—has travelled all over 
Europe, and has given-us a very minute history ef Oliver 
Cromwell; but he (Mr. P.) had yet to learn what all this 
had to do with the subject of small bills. He should there- 
fore not take the trouble to follow the gentleman through 
that part of his speech. 

The question is now narrowed down to this peint; will 
we take the Senate’s bill, or will we allow the law of 1835 
to remain asit is. He had lived thus far under the law 
without violating its provisions. Can the gentleman from 
Herkimer say as much? Has he not violated thatlaw? 
Is he not in the dai/y habit of violating its provisions? [ Mr. 
M. here said he had taken small bills; but the gentleman 
from Livingston went for the “ yellow boys,” and was a 
great patriot.} Mr. P. laid no particular claim to “ paf- 
riotism,” but he didJay claim to a just observance of the 
laws of the land, and would scrupulously obey them while 
they were in force; but he would not disobey the wishes of 
nineteen-twentieths of the people of this State like the gen- 
tleman from Herkimer, and refuse to repeal the law of 
1835—a law that a large proportion of the people were 
compelled to violate—a law which the gentleman from Her- 
kimer himself was in the daily habit of violating—swch 
kind of patriotism did not come from the county of Liv- 
ingston. He trusted the House would reject the amend- 
ment ; and as we could not obtain what the people desired, 
a total repeal, take the Senate’s bill just as it is, as it is 
all we can possibly obtain, 
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SPEECH OF MR. WILLIS HALL OF N.Y. 
a Ta seen Se eae 


The House having been addressed by Messrs. 
Many, P. Kine and Huxsert, inopposition to the 
of the bill, Mr. W. Haun of New-York 

ied to their objeotions as follows : 
Have listened, Mr Chairman, with patience to the ob- 
) which have been made to the bill that I had the 
to introduce to this House. I now rise briefly to re- 
as far as I am able, to these objections. It is with un- 
diffidence that I address myself to this subject. I 
ee eeas teil ined ens cindiactin, oxi a 
convey my ideas is subject , owing to ve 
ity which will welded attend my remarks. The objec- 
tions that have been m tod the bill, I will endeavor to 


* state in all faitness, and to answer them in a spirit of can- 


. There are two or three preliminary objections not im- 
mediately connected with the merits of the question, which 
deserve a passing remark. 

The member from Jefferson, (Mr. Hulbert) objected that 
there were no petitions befere the House on this subject, 
that was no evidence that New York desired such a 
law. Until this session of the Legislature; such 
would have been sent up here in vain. Had the citizens of 
pa te cick ae af wae pn Pome prwnn si by | 

belonged to the State merely, any portion 
fund that once existed, there might have been some 
eo 
any jon of the spoils the iron grasp of party, wou 
Seneteen a sere el woe fl for such an 
object would have been lau; to scorn. 

At the present session of the Legislature, the citizens of 
New York have that degree of confidence in the members 
of this House, that they considered petitions unnecessary, 
except for very special objects. Besides, at this moment, 
the city of New York is bereaved, the queen of ¢ c 


being. diminished. Thied, 
ity property, with which the Stave not to \ 
The Hen. member om Herkimer in his remarks the 
Sirs es rerocnien the aaieaten st es azeetons Bet 


should call upon ourselves the observation of Congress. He 
stated that there were complaints on this subject, that cit- 
izens of other States had c ined of the unconstitution- 
ality of this duty, and that petitions had been ted to 
Congress on the subject. I the Hon. 
Member to siy that the Auction duties are illegal, unjust 
and unconstitutional ? or did the Hon. Representative in- 
tend to accuse the Government at Washington of bei 
an unjust and despotic power, ready by force and violence 
to deprive the States of their just ? It is a grave 
and very unkind accusation, coming the Hon. Mem- 
ber against lis own political friends. 

(Mr. Many rose toexplain. That laying of these du- 
ties may be unconstitutional or not, but while it was an 
open question, and until Congress interfered, we had a 
right to exact them. ] 

Mr. Hatt resumed. We have sworn in this House to 
obey and maintain the Constitution of the United States, 
as well as of this State. Idonot understand the logic or 
the morality of exacting a tribute of $280,000 per annum 
from a few individuals in open and admitted viola- 
tion of the Constitution of the United Sates ? 
duties are illegal and unjust, it is beneath the 


them, and to continue that exaction an hour longer is to 
continue itan hour too long. If we be entitled to this re- 
venue, let us vpeuly and boldly vindicate our right to it. If 
not, let us not, like thieves in secresy, pilfer the pockets of 
our citizens, aud cry;—hush;—lest we should attract the 
attention of Cougress to our dishonest proceedings. Such 
are not the sentiments of this House, and no Hon. Member 
on this floor will be deterred from voting for this bill by any 
such dishonorable consideration. 

A very grave objection has been suggested by several 





is shorn of her glory. The evils of the auction system are 
not inent among the crushing misfortunes beneath 
elit din ia sive laboring. W to God that the evils 
which we are now secking to redress were the st of 
which the city of New York has to complain, If, howev-, 
er, it will be satisfaction to the Hon, member, I can as- 
sure him, that if necessary the signatures of 20,000 voters 
in the city of New York could have been obtained to a pe- 


tition praying for the passage of this bill. Ifany confidence 
can be in the public prints or in private communica- 
tions, the citizens of New York are almost unanimous on 


this subject. There is a universal feeling against the pres- 
ent abuses, and in favor of abating this nuisance. 

The Hon. member from Herkimer complains that this 
measure is hurried through under whip and spur—that it is 
a measure, and sought to be furced through by party 

me. Itis now more than a fortnight since the no- 
tice of this bill was given to the House, and ten days since 
the bill was introduced. We are now in the fourth week of 
the session. Buta few days since, the Hon. member from 
Herkimer was furious to adjournearly in March. Now he 
complains of indecent haste. Itis difficult to please that 
Hon. gentleman. Ample time has been given for discussion, 
which has been principally occupied by that Hon. member 

Tt has also objected by the Hon. member from 
Herkimer, by the Hon. member from Jefferson, and by oth- 
er Hon. gentlemen, that the monopoly now complained of, 
is no more a monopoly than this House, or the courts of jus- 
tice, or any trade or  hernrcts regulated by law. If these 
are monopolies, they are right, because they ‘are ne- 
cessary to the existence of government and of society. But 
the distinction is broad, and cannot be mistaken. When I 
Tr of a monopoly, I mean a right or privilege taken fi 

many and given to thefew, without any benefit or com- 
nsation to the former. In this sense, the term monopoly 
not apply to this House, or to courts of justice, or to 
restrictions upon trade for the purposes of revenue or regu- 
lation. The one is a tax or restriction upon all, for the ben- 
efit of all. The other is a restriction upon the privileges 


of all for the benefit of no one. The eitizen has as good a | 


tight to sell his s by public outery, as over the counter ; 
aud by taking ‘en br shin right, you add nothing to the 
public security, or the public order, or the ublic health, 
nor do you add any thing to the security or the enjoyment 
of the rights which still remain to the citizen. This is rad- 
ically wrong; and if there“is any thing else in the statute- 
book of the same kind, I say, away with it. I will go with 
the gentleman, leaf after leaf, and strike it out. But with 
thaps one or two exceptions, nothing of the kind can be 
found. Yet, be there many or be there few, they are vio- 
latiens of the first principles of our government, violations 
‘of common sense, of justice and of equity, and ought to be 
‘ay ’ 

All the objections to the merits of this bill may be sum- 
med up in three. First, that it is dangerous to agitate this 
subjeet lest the general government should take from us the 
revenues derived from the auction duties. Second, by 
throwing open the business in the manner by the 
bill, the abuses complained of will be i imstead of 


oy 





Hou. Members of this House, that the proposed change, 
by throwing open the Auction business to all, will increase 
e abuses complained of. I will endeavor to satisfy the 
minds of those Members who sincerely make this objec- 
tion. In the first place, I will direct their attention to the 
present state of the Auction business in New-York, and 
will ask them if any change can be for the worse? Auc- 
tioneers have been brought before our Criminal Courts year 
after year, and loud complaints have been made by the 

lic of their malpracti¢es. Representations of these facts 
have been made as I am informed to the Executive, and yet 
the very same persons have year after year been point- 
ed. There is therefore no hope of reform under the pre- 
sent system. [But for the use of satisfying the objec- 
tors on this ground and ring the bill more acceptable 
to them by fovtitying this in the strongest manner, I 
beg leave, before ohne ne House, to pass upon this bill, 
to offer the fullowing amendments :— 

“ Sec. 2, An express clause shall be inserted in the bond, sub- 
jecting the same to forfeiture, in case the obligor shall not render 
a true and accurate account quarterly of all goods sold or struck 
of by him; and such quarterly acount shall be as re- 
quired in the 27th section of title Ist. of chap. 17 of Ist. of 
the Revised Statutes; and such account shall contain in addition 
to the statements requ n section, a distinct statement of 
all the struck off but not actually sold.” 

“See. 3. Wh an Aucti shall be found guilty before 
any police or Mayor’s court, or court of criminal juriadietion in 
this State, of fraudulent Practices, the said court may in addition 
to the pains and p now inflicted by law, prohibit said 








Auctioneer from ever after exercising the ts or transacting the 
business of an Auctioneer.” 
These amendments are drawn up hastily and merely in- 


tended to express the substance of the proposed alterations 
and will ly be required to be expressed in more pre- 
cise and technical language. Those who are acquainted 
with the manner in which the Auction busi is conducted 
in New-York will perceive at once, in what manner these 
amendments will affect those establishments where the 
abuses complained of are alleged to oceur. By-bilders are 
employed. An Auctioneer procures a stock in trade for 
one, two, three or perhaps five hundred dollars in trinkets, 
plated jewelry, Swiss watches, and articles captivating to 
eye. An stablishment is opened in some conspicuous 
thorough-fare, along which the stream of passengers is con- 
stantly flowing. The glittering articles are exposed, the 
hammer of the Auctioneer is raised, the cry of —‘‘ great 
portunity for speculation,—going-—going,’’—catches the 
ear of the unwary stranger. He steps in. He sees what 
a er ane hundred dollars about to be 
8 off for five dollars. He is tem 
test ensues between the by-bidder the stranger, and 
the article is struck off to the latter for twenty dollars, 
when it is intrinsically worth not a sous. Or if, as is some- 
times the case, the by-bidder overreaches himself, and bids 
in the article, they have at least got the measure of their 
customer, and another article of precisely the same kind 
is immediately put up and struck off to the unfortnate no- 
vice, at a great bargain, for fifteen dollars. } 
In this manner Teeny aun atte of the stock in 
trade are sold over and over again, until perhaps the 











amount of nominal sales may come yp w $5,000 4 
y. The real sales may amount perbeo w one hundred 


that the auction Lee | 


character and dignity of the State of New-York to exact | the 


the » and my word for it, in six months’ you 
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thrown in and thrown out without any to com 

fort or convenience. But another and a 

ie ep teie The whole scene is 
the 


twice the ease and aecommedation for 

The same results will be found oo seul Aue ee 
when « to any other business or to any 
trade. In barbarous ages, all kinds of trade and commeres 
were loaded with absurd and ridiculous restraints. 
time was when the law allowed no interest to be taken 
trogen Iyer tepe vee hee er eer ee ie 
to be made on the exchanges of gold and silver. com 
sequence was, that all dealings in money and 

were, during those restrictions, to the 

which now has charge of the Auction busi- 


of men as 

ness in New York. In modern times these restraints 
trade have been rernoved. The has been 

a different class of persons has in dealing in money 


and exchange, and the business itself has became one of 
great respectability, of immense extent, of incalculable ad- 
vantage tocommerce. If no man in the city of New York 
were allowed to retail goods unless be bad his commission 
from the Governor, and if the number of retailers were linr 
ited, the abuses and frauds in this business would 
atelygbecome as great as those of the Auction system have 
Tack’ os de apastsion of adagua-choss qaadan 

at the ion of t 
honest, fair dealer, authorized 
House, opens an establishment for Auction sales 
side of one of thore shops which have already been 
bed. He makes his returns of sales according to lew. 
other makes his returns iu the manner already 
ron eect peer te teen el 
is en by ity, to ’ 
vedfutoncanling Oi sautatae choke 
if necessary, ascertainhis sales and see that 
is properly returned. In this manner, every 
fair dealer who engages in this business, becomes 
oe ee ee 
conduc all his competitors. system 
cecabsishod, fafisteely more efficient to eradicate abuses than 
police courts or Governor's commissioners. 

Sir, one thing more. This is not altogether a new ex- 
periment. bartered my mata mo 
our statute books on the subject, does not limit the number 
of Auctioneers, 4 ee their to the Governor 
of the State. By law, Av ore were to be appotnt- 
ed by the Mayors of cities and the first J of counties, 


and the number was limited only by their The 
present law differs from Chat depming ch the poi 
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even profess 

looms and revenues of the party, to the Whigs in-case the 
Whigs should hereafter have the ascendancy. The gentle- 
man from Jefferson, (Mr. Hulbert,) stated that if there 
was any political advantage to be derived from this pat- 
Tronage, it was now for the benefit of ihe Whigs as they now 
held the power in the city of New York. 

He must then at least give us the credit of disinterested- 
ness. Sir, we wish for no such advantage—we will not 
touch it—it isan unclean thing. We will not give or re- 
tain by such unworthy means. Even if we admit 
the of ‘the spoils party,’ this is not a proper sub- 
ject to be given as ‘ a spoil’ to ; 

It concerns trade and commerce, and even the morals of 
society are affected by it. Sir, it is but a few years since 
this doctrine that “to the victors belong the spoils,” 
yeaa a a Senate of the United States, as one of 

principles of the party, by one who could speak with 
authority. It had rot or upon by the paity ter sev- 
eral years before, but bitterly denied by all the party organs. 
Oh no, were above any such base means! They burn- 
ed with indignation at the charge; it was a base slander of 
the Opposition. All their removals were for good: cause, 
and all their appointments made without reference to par- 
ty! But now, how changed ! 

They not only avow the principle, avow it openly, avow 
it upon this floor—but claim merit for their honesty 
in making the avowal. i i 


ened us—we have ceased to be astonished at any thing. 
time was—yes, ten years azo, such a declaration would 
have startled every member of this House of all parties. 
Every member would have started to his fect and exclaim- 
ed—* [tis not my doctrine! itis not my doctrine!” Now 
it fallsupon our carsdike a matter of course, like “an oft- 
told tale,” like a forgotten calamity. The repetition ofabu- 
ses has made us callous. We hear with the patience of 
slaves rather than resist with the indignant energy of free- 
men. The Hon. Member from Jefferson says, “‘ should the 
Whigs come into power, they will ice on the same 
principle.” I am not authorized to answer for the Whigs. 

One thing I will however venture to assert, if they ever 
have the power to control public measures, they will feur- 
lessly pursue the course which honesty and patriotism 
= and in my judgment the people will demand a 

igh and rigorous examination of the character of the 
office-holders who have been appointed under the spoils 
principles. It would indeed be most extraordinary if men 
avowedly appointed under so corrupt a principle should 
not themselves be corrupt. The six Presidents previous to 
Gen. Jackson, made fi removals in a period of forty 
— Gen. Jackson made nineteen hundred in one year. 
a war so sweeping and so indiscriminate has been 
made against the people and against the sacred right of 
opinion, and when at length the people triumph over the 
office and spoils party, it would not be unreasonable or 
extraordinary if they should “ spoil the spoiler.” After so 
itter andexterminating a war, it may be doubted if a du- 
rable peace can be established unless things are restored to 
the “ statu quo ante bellum.” 

My Hon. colleague, (Mr. Scoles,) remarked that these 
Auctioneers were compelled to do the dirty work of the 
Re, on pain of losing their bread. Whereupon the Hon. 

ber from Jefferson, (Mr. Hulbert) appeals to our hu- 
manity, and begs us not todo so cruel a thing as to pass 
this bill and deprive fifty families of bread. 

Mr. Huxsert explained: the gentleman is deceived 
himself, or he is attempting to deceive the House. I 
merely stated the proposition of the gentleman from New- 
York (Mr. Scoles. 

Mr. Haut resumed: I believe I am not mistaken, and I 
am sure I am not attempting to mislead the House. The 
gentleman from Jefferson adverted to the statement of the 

from New-York, and then drew the inf-rence 
that it would be too cruel to pass this bill, and deprive so 
many families of bread. ‘The absurdity of the party’s al- 
lowing any of their office-holders freedom of speech and 
action, is so great that it did not seem to occur to the gen- 
tlemar: that it was possible for them to “let up the screws.” 
He evidently did not see the point of my colleague’s argu- 
ment. Hissympa hies were evidently excited, and his ap- 
peal to thy compassion of the House in behalf of these 
men, reniinded me of the scene between Justice Shallow 
and hi¥ man Davy, when Davy solicits the favor of his 
master in behalf of his friend. 

“ Davy—I beseec you, sir, to countenance William Visor of 
Woncot, against Clement Perks of the Hiil. 

“ Shalloc—There are many complaints, Davy, against that 
Visor—that Visor is a knave on my knowledge. 

~~ grant your worship that he is a knave, sir, but yet 
God |, sir, but a knave should have some countenance at his 
friend’s request. An honest man, sir, is able to do for himself 
when a knave is not.” 

gentlemen who have spoken in opposition to this 
bill, have introduced some extraneous topics, which have 
little »ptible connexion with the subject under discus- 
sion. I will not, however, decline to follow them if the 
House will grant me the indulgence. 


their readiness toliand over this with the heir- | 
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former day, said that my views on the subject of monopo- 
lies, and the infringement of natural right, smelt of Loco- 
Focoism. I shall not quarrel with the gentleman about a 
name. If the Loco-Focos have adopted a Whig princi- 


ple, it isno reason why I should abandon it. I say with 
the gentleman from Jefferson, (Mr. Hoard) whose frank- 
ness and independence on this question I appreciate and 
admire, I will not be driven from my priciples because a po- 
litical opponent adowts them. If the Loco-Focos are 
against unjust, unequal and partial legislation, soam I. I 
am not one of those, who, like Brabantio, “ will not serve 
God, because the Devil bids me.” I am rejoiced that the 
Loco-Focos have or had some good principles. But the 
principle involved in this bill, and the principle of opposi- 
tion to excessive, partial, party legislation, were contended 
for most strenuously by the Whigs in 1834, and resisted by 
the dominant party. If, then, a portion of that party has 
been convinced by our arguments, and now agree with 
us on these great points, it is a matter of congratu- 
lation. 

In 1834, the party in power finding the U. States Bank 
very unpopular, endeavored at first to make the issue be- 
tween the two parties turn upon that point; but the absur- 
dity of a party which was creating banks by the dozen 
every year and actually living upon banks, crying out 
against any one bank as a monopoly, without including the 
rest, was so great that they were compelled to take the 
broad ground, and denounce all banks. They did so. “No 
Bank !”’ was the cry, and under this banner they fought and 
conquered. After the victory, the Sachems of Tammany 
Hall attempted, in sportsman’s phrase, “to try back,” but 
found to their astonishment, a portion of their followers in 
earnest. ‘lo rectify this, a great meeting was called at the 
“Wigwam.” ‘Theleaders, according to the most approv- 
ed precedents, in cases where a difference of opinion is 
supposed to exist, appointed their officers, read their reso- 
lutions, and adjourned, and put out their lights uf an as- 
tonishingly short space of time. But the portion who 
were opposed to banks, and really believed what they had 
been encouraged to vociferate during the election, having 
for the most part been bred up under St. Tammany, were 
acquainted with all her freaks and abrupt humors, and 
came prepared for the emergency. Each man had con- 
cealed uader his coat a candle and a Loco-Foco match, 
and in a moment after the gas was shut off by the “ regular 
party,” the hall blazed with a thousand lights. These 
modern men of Gideon on this occasion astonished and 
routed the Philistines. But their triumph was of short 
continuance; they were found to be in a great miuority, 
and compelled to leave the Wigwam. 

They then set up for themselves, and published a creed, 
in which they inserted some such principles as those already 
referred to, respecting the unnecessary restriction of natu- 
ral right, and excessive and partial legislation, which they 
borrowed from the Whigs. And others respecting a hard 
currency, and the right ef the legislature to take away 
vested rights, &c., which they took from Thos. H. Ben- 
ton and Fanny Wright. 

Shortly before the last Presidential canvass, they ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Van Buren, inclosing their creed, 
for his approbation. They then numbered about three 
thousand voters in the city of New-York, but they were 
not allin what Mr. Van Buren would term “ good socie- 
ty;” and he had just returned, and still retained the per- 
fume of European courts, and he sent them rather a crus- 
ty answer, referring them for his principles to that long 
letter of his to Sherrod Williams. This was not deemed 
respectful, and they refused by an almost unanimous vote 
to support him, and they had the nerve to adhere to their 
resolution. Few, if any of them, voted for Van Buren; 
and they deserve credit for their moral firmness on this oc- 
casion. - But in an evil hour for them Van Buren seduced 
them from their honesty—an amalgamation was formed 
on the following terms: The Loco-Focos gave back to the 
Whigs, the principles before stated, which they had bor- 
rowed fromthem. Van Buren and his friends gave up to 
the Conservatives whatever was respectable and salutary 
in the old Tammany party, and each retaining what was 
worst and most destructive in their previous codes, they 
united and formed the present Administration party, now 
called the “ Van Buren Loco-Foco party.” 

The Hon. Member from Herkimer, also remarked that 
my notions on the subject of the great and dangerous in- 
crease of executive patronage, ‘‘smelt of Masonic Hall.” 
I must say the gentleman appeals very much to the sense of 
smell. But I thank the Hon. Member for the admission. 
The testimony he has borne to the great distinctive princi- 
p'es of Masonic Hall is valuable, coming as it does from a 
political opponent. He is right: the great distinctve doc- 
trine of Masonic Hall is opposition to Executive usurpa- 
tion, and to the abuse of Executive patronage. Sir, the doc- 
trines of Masonic Hall are the doctrines of Magna Charta, 
the doctrines of Hampden, the doctrines of the bill of 
rights, the doctrines of the Revolution, the doctrines of ’98. 
They are the doctrines of our bold ancestors from the time 
of King John, whenever their rights have been invaded by 
their rulers. 





Some of the friends of the gentleman from Herkimer 
have called the Whigs the Bank . I am gled, sir, 
to have the testimony of that + sa to the ; 
But the assertion has been made on this floor, and efforts 
to give us this name and character are most industrious! 
and perseveringly made through all the party organs. i 
will therefore add to the testimony of the gentleman from 
Herkimer, some corroborating facts. Sir, all the Banks 
in this State, with the exception of four or five, have been 
chartered bythe party now in power. The Safety Fund 
law was passed in April, 1829, after the death of De Witt 
Clinton, and immediately after the establishment of the 
present Regency, and while Martin Van Buren was Gov- 
ernor of the State. All the Safety Fund Banks have been 
incorporated since the passage of that law. The capital of 
the Safety Fund Banks, as appears by the report of the 
Bank Commissioners, laid upon your table this morning, is 
something more than $32,000,000. 

All this stock has passed through the hands of the par- 
ty. It has been created within a period of eight years, 
from the spring of 1829 to the spring of 1837. If we al- 
low a premium of ten per cent. which is about the average, 
the sum received by the party will amount to 3,200.090 
dollars; or distributed through the eight years an annual 
revenue of four huvdred thousand dollars! The mon 
revenue has been larger than the nett revenue of the 5 
or rather, the party has been growing rich while the State 
has been growing poor. The general fund, which was 
more than a million when the party came into power they 
have exhausted, and the Comptroller for two or three 
years past, has been asking for a direct tax upon the peo- 

le, while the party has been pered by a revenue of 
$460,000 per annum, by the sale of what they call corrupt 
bank monopolies. This bank power has sustained 
party in various ways. It has healed dissensions. When- 
ever a schism was threatened in any quarter, a Bank Char 
ter poured oil upon the troubled waters. Whenever money 
was wanted to carry an election, the power to make banks 
was the ‘‘ open Sesame” to unbounded wealth. But their 
sufferings or their greediness led them ta, overstrain the 
bank power, and ruin it together with the banks they had 
created: then when the banks, instead of helping, required 
help, the ungrateful parent disavowed them; as a last boon, 
however, they authorized them to suspend specie payments, 
and then denounced them and called them Whig Banks! 
While the banks were full and vigorous, and in their palmy 
days, they were their banks; but now that they are poor, 
wasted, emoulted, and helpless, they are Whig Banks! 
They are the Anti-Bank party, and we who are called 
upon, like overseers of the poor, to nurse and foster and 
sustain their discarded progeny, are the Bank party. “The 
party” has made the banks, lived upon the banks, and 
ruined the banks. It has driven on like Phwton in its 
eccentric and reckless career, till it has ruined half the 
world, and now frightened by its own velocity, it secks to 
leap from the car. 

n truth, sir, the Whigs profess to be neither the friends 
nor the enemies of the banks. They care not for the banks 
as such. They look upon them, as upon all other institu- 
tions and incorporations of the State, established for the 
public benefit and accommodation, to be sustained and pro- 
tected so long as they faithfully subserve the purposes of 
their creation, and no longer. But, sir, the interests of 
the people have become intimately connected with the in- 
terests of the banks. It is our duty as faithful representa- 
tives to ward off the over-hanging ruin from falling with 
its crushing weight upon the heads of our constituents. 

That duty we will cndeavor to discharge fearlessly, nor 
will we be driven from our post by the sneers‘or jibes, or 
slanders, of a party which has used and then betrayed the 
banks, and now seeks to justify its treachery to the banks, 
by a more atrocious treachery to the people. 

It has been asserted also by the friends of the gentlemen 
from Herkimer, thit the Whigs are the federal party—at 
least that they inherit the old federal doctrines. This is 
a favorite notion with all the party organs. The gentle- 
man from Jefferson (Mr. Hulbert) has asserted it boldly 
on this floor during this debate. He declared with great 
siinplicity, that we were the federal party, and tbat that 
party had always been in favor of enlarging the power of 
the Executive, and of making a strong and splendid gov- 
ernment; and that now we were found bringing forward 
and advocating a measure on the express ground that it will 
weaken the Executive. The gentleman did not see his 
own “reductio ad absurdum.” He is right, unquestiona- 
bly, in his views of the distinctive doctrine of the federal 
party; and he is right too as to the object of this bill and 
of the course of the Whigs on this floor; and he is only 
wrong, or rather unfortunate, when putting the two to- 
gether not to see the absurdity—the direct contradiction 
of calling the Whigs federalists. Executive power gave 
birth to the Whig party, and they would be false to them- 
selves and false to all their professions, if they did not 
strive in every way to check its growth, and if possible, to 
reduce it within the limits of safety. The old federal 
party was founded upon the directly opposite principle— 
the weakness of the Executive was their fear the 
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AY men, rather than pri 
imer (Mr. Mann) 
join issue with him on 
are, and have been, the leaders and conspicuous men of 
the Administration for eight years past? Who are 
Roger B. T: , Wilkins, McLane, Randolph, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Hubbard, Hunter, and a host of others who 
might be named, members of the cabinet, foreign minis- 
ters, senators, members of congress, charges, consuls, and 
in the Executive departments ? They were the front 


leaders of the old federal i ey are, or have been, 
ly distinguis 
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equally violent and in the present ad- 
rainistration party. the other hand, let us look into 
the Whig ranks; and first, in the great and Democratic 


city which I have the honor in part to represent—I find 
the Irelands, the Lawrences, the Todds, the Staggs, the 
Drukes, the Potters, the Sharps, the Romeyns, the Pier- 
sons, the Thorps, the Zabriskies, the Thompsons, the 
Lambs, the Swartwouts, the Labaghs, the Gardiners, the 
Fairlees, the Willetts, and many more old Knicker- 
bocker families, who in 1812, were the pith and mar- 
row of the Democracy of New-York. se are not 
men to change their opinions. They are all sober, think- 
ing, decided riotic men, who can “give a reason for 
the faith that is in them.” What they were in 1812 they 
are now, and they are now all staunch, devoted Whigs. 
Go farther—let us look over the State. Who are the 
Moores, and Buel, and Porter, and Root, and Spencer ? 
They were old Democratic leaders—they are now equally 
distingui and honored as members of the Whig party. 

Sir, of the twelve Electors who constituted the Electoral 
College of this State in 1801, and cast their votes for 
Thomas Jefferson, but three survive—Gen. Van Cortland, 
Gen. Burt, and Judge Woodworth. They are now old men, 
and past the influence of political 
They stand betwixt two worlds, Their vision is purged of the 
c and earthly exhalations which rise up and obstruct the 
sight of ambitious men. The light by which they now look 
upon this world and its affairs, and through the long lapse 
aa their past lives, comes from no material sun; it shines 
through the thin veil which separates them from eternity. 
Its misty folds are dissolving, and already can they almost 
hear the whisperings of their deceased compatriots of for- 
mer days. ith what deep, affectiongte, ntal inter- 
est must they look back upon a people which has -honored 
them with their confidence for half a century? Who shall 
describe their emotions as they look down upon the swarm- 
ing generation of happy millions which has grown np un- 
der their own eyes? 

Their last mortal feeling must be a swelling, irrepressible 
love for a country which has so trusted and honored them; 
for institutions which their own hands have helped to con- 
struct and to sustain—for a land where their children and 
their grand-children live happy and respected—for a soil 
whose green sod they expect will shortly cover their re- 
mains. These men cannot be dishonest, and are not likely 
tobe deceived. What are they? They sir—these patri- 
archs of democracy—these men who review the-experience 
of one world by light of another—I triumph while 1 
proclaim it—they, sir, are all Whigs. 

Sir, the Federal party was long since broken up and has 
become matter of history. Many of the leaders were men 
of great talent and gallant spirit, and the whole band fought 
with dauntless resolution for principles which they doubt- 


less thought correct; they were overruled by the people, | & 


and years have passed since they were routed and dispersed. 
The remnants may still occasionally be seen like the frag- 
ments of the wrecked fleet of Aincas. 

“ rari nantes sub gurgite vasto.” 

A very large portion have drifted into the safe and pro- 
recting harbor of the party in power—some keep aloof in 
sullen contempt of what they call the corruption, the incon- 
sistency and the man-worship of modern politics. Yet, 
though retiring from all tical contests, like the sea- 
shell, removed from the where it grew, they still mut- 
ter of the ocean and the storm. Others again, yielding to 
the verdict of the people, and convinced by recent experi- 
ence of their former error, in attempting to strengthen the 
Executive, have become Whigs, I will not say with thegen- 
tleman from Herkimer, (Mr. Mann) that the patriarchs 
of that party have come to me and taken me by the hand 
and begged pardon for their errors. They apa did 
not consider me 2 political father confessor. But some of 
them, their ablest and their best, have told me they were 
mistaken. That the Administration of Gen. Jackson had 
convinced them of their error. That so far from the Exe- 
cutive part of the federal government being too weak, it is 
too strong. That the enormous increase of Executive pat- 
ronage through the ten thousand Postmasters, twice as many 
mail contractors, mail agents, and mail i col- 
lectors of revenue and their host of subordinates—the re- 
ceivers and registers of land offices, land surv and their 
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burden of their complaint, and how to strengthen it their appointees of the Executive; and more tham all, by the sa ee 
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) monstrous that “ to the victors be- 
long the spoils; which throws 


whsle mass of appoint- 


- | ments into the hands of the President as a matter of right 


at every change of , has swollenthe Executive power 
far ae tienes af Hepiions ond' OS tear 
ee That Hamilton himselfif alive, would denounce 
tra federalism of the in power, as di to 

the republic. a A 3 4 

But, sir, what evidence do the gentlemen adduce for this 
bold charge of federalism against us? Nothing but a let- 
ter or communication signed “1 Sidney,’ which appeared 
about two months since in the Commercial Advertiser of 
New-York. If I were to turn to the member from Jefler- 
son (Mr. Hulbert,) who adduced this evidence, and who I 
believe, respects religion—who believes in the existence of 
a God, and who looks with humble hope to a future state 
of retribution—and accuse him of being an Atheist, full of 
bitterness against our most sacred salutary institutions 
—eager to obliterate the Bible—to exterminate the clergy, 
and to apply the torch to all our churches, and referfor my 
authority for such a charge to petitions now on the files of 
this House, signed by the political friends of that gentle- 
man, indirectly denouncing the Bible as a book of tables 
and praying its exclusion from public schools—asking the 
abrogationof the Sabbath—d ing the clergy and de- 
meet that they be disqualified to become re ye of 
schools or to perform the marriage ceremony, he would 
protest loudly against the unfairness of so unjust, and so 
unfounded an accusation,—-but not with as much reason 
as the Whigs protest against the unfairness of his charge 
against them: for they promptly and in the most public 
manner through their newspapers and by their public 
committees denounced and repudiated the doctrines of 
“Sidney.” Immediately after the appearance of that ex- 
traordinary article in the Commercial, “The General 
Committee of the Whig Young Men of the city of New- 
York,” published certain resolutions on that subject, the 
first of which I will take the liberty of reading to the 
ouse: 
“1, Resolved, That we the Whig Young Men’s General Com- 
mtttee of the city of New York, for ourselves and in behalf of 
the young men of the city, represented in this body, do utterly 
and absolutely disclaim, repudi and d the anti-repub- 
lican doctrines of “ Sidney,” and all doctrines unpugning the in- 
telligence, the integrity or the sagacity of the people, and we 
most solemnly deny that they are countenanced by our Whig fel- 
lew citizens.” 

This resolution was published in all the Whig papers in 
the city and many in the country, aecompa.i an 
earnest request that those which had imputed 
the sentiments of Sidney to Whig party, would as 
an act of justice publish this resolution, or in some other 
way retract the churge. Yet notwithstanding this public 
and universal disclaimer, the Van Buren party in the city 
of New York are at this time publishing and edition ot 
FORTY THOUSAND COPIES OF “SipNey,”’ to be distribu- 
ted among the people as coming from the Whigs and con- 
taining Whig principles! The Globe bas already told its 
ready lie to aid this shameful and shallow trick, and other 
servile organs of the party have also heralded the forthcom- 
ing “ publication of a large edition of ‘Sidney’ by the 
Whigs! !” Whata pitifulfraud! I would suggest tothe 
committee having charge of this precious publication whe- 
ther, inasmuch asthe people are now informed of the good 
which was intended for them, they may not better break up 
their forms and give the contributions they have screwed 
out of the office-holders for this to the poor; 
and especially as ninety-nine one h ths of our citi- 
zens ure too intelligent to be deceived by such a vile for- 
e 











But I have not yetdone with “the party.” What right 
have they to call themselves Democrats? What ri_ht 
have they to bring odium on an hoaest name? They, who 
have advocated the extremest stretch of executive power— 
they who have gone far and are peeking on with rapid 
strides to make the Government independent of the people 
—they who have applauded the monstrousdoctrine that the 
executive is “ the representative of the people !” and that 
he has certain inherent prerogatives, rights and powers not 
given by the constitution nor authorized by the laws—they 
who have intented the tyranny of the party, and for place 
and power have made th ! 'y slaves, who with 
the patience of oxen have borne the party yoke until their 
callous necks are as hard as the hickory bows which encir- 
cles them—tbey who declare that the first qualification for 
office is party fidelity, and the first and only question, “does 
he belong to our party.” Are these the sentiments, and 
these the practices, of the honest and patriotic old demo- 
cratic party 1—-whose first maxim was, that government 
was instituted for the people, not for the ParTy—that all 
power emanates from the people.—thatofficersare the ser- 
vants and agents ofthe people.—-that the only question to 
be asked of candidates are, ‘1s he honest—is faithful — 
is hecapable,” In the name of God, are these machines, 
these counterfeit men, to take the name of the free, bold, 
sturdy, indomitable democracy of the olden times. 

No, gentlemen, let me implore you, take any name but 
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Tam for going straight steadily and industriously 
tothe performance of the lanportant butane before us, but 
under the aggravating circumstanecs of this case I did 
feel myself at liberty to decline the challenge 
ri ° this House has thrown out. | 
ough I trust it is not necessary, that if in 

debate I have expressed myself strongly 
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As soon as the was read, Mr. Farmrieip 
and addressed the House as follows: wre 
; Mr. Speaker :—An event has occurred since our last ad- 
spread a gloom over com 
munity, and deprived this ody of aed of its veel 
bers, I allude, sir, to the death of my late colleague, 
Hon. Jonathan Cilley, which it is my painful dgty to 
nounce, took place on Saturday last near this city. 
hour we saw him in full life, standing in the midale of us in 
all the pride and vigor of manhood, the next, 
inanimate corpse. it is a case, sir, most melancholy 
heart-rending in all its circumstances, (of which, however, 
this P not = occasion to + og. hore 
minds wi liar emphasis trite but solemn truth, 
that “ in the iain of life we are in death.” 
rey decessed collesgue was & tan of uncommon talents, 
is mind was strong, vi ~ 4 well stored, disci- 
plined. He had wean: il indomi ont ep 
severance in all the pursuits of an elevated 
ambition, which could not rest satisfied with low attain 
ments. He partook largely, too, of that fearless patriot- 
ism of his ancestors, w made them “ 
blood like water,” in the war of 
also displayed itself inthe brave and chivalrous conduct 
of an only brother during the late war. 

His fellow citizens had often elected him to 
honor and trust in the State of his adoption, and 
given him a seat among the of the 
among us who are now to deplore 
tragical removal.” he has not 
of this body, he ~ established an 
ring reputation. His ready of debate, his 
and fervid eloquence, his beuring towards 
and csuinon ence hie many bring hase 
edged and long remembered, by 5 

That his sudden and melancholy death will a 
deep sensation in a and indeed dreginntee Gee 
country, no one can doubt; but the agnunciation 
dreadful fact wo the of his 4 
midst of the pledges of their mutual 
iog of the that awaits her, it is 
plate. No man can think of it 
most poignant and heartfelt grief. May “ He 
the wind to the shorn lamb,” and who “will not break the 
bruised reed,” give her that consolation and support which 
she needs, and which no earthly power can give. 

With this brief and i announcement, I beg leave 
to submit the following resolutions: ’ 

Resolved, That the members of this House will steend 
the funeral of Jonarnan Criiey, deceased, late « 
ber of the House from the State of Maine, at 12 d’clock 
to-morrow. 

Resolved, That « commitwe be to take or- 
a the funeral onatnaw Critter, 


peng Miptentyerpiter ribet 
wi ify their respect for the of JoxaTuar 
Ley, by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty deys. 

The resolutions were unani . 

On motion of Mr. Fairfield, the House then adjourned 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
IMPORTANT FROM EUROPE. 
o T TEEN DAYS LATER. 


PR 
Opera at 

By the ships Albany, Capt. Johnson, and the 
Poland, Anthony, from Havre, we have received our 
files from Paris to Jan. 16th. The news from England 
date Jan. 13th. _The markets remain nearly sta- 
. The principal items of news are the destruction by 
the Royal Exchange in London, the Italian Opera 

Paris, and the Imperial Palace in St. Petersburg. 
SE such articles of news as we could gather from 

inspection of the rs. 

The packet ship Fatnicen, which sailed from Havre 
for this port on the 16th Dec. was forced to put back to 
Cork, to repair damages, after having reached long. 25. 
She: was to sail from Cork Jan. 12. ; 

Exotanp.—Burning of the Royal Exchange.—There 
has not been in London for several years so destructive a 
fire as that which occurred on the 10th of January. The 
is entirely destroyed. The flames were first ob- 
ing'from Lloyd’s Coffee-House, at about half- 
pastten, by one of the watchmen at the Bank. The alarm 
was-instantly given, but before the engines arrived, the 

were. communicated to the Exchange. Some time 
elapséd before water could be procured, and in the interim 
the fire spread with alarming rapidity. Another delay oc- 
curred before the gates ¢ be opened to enable the en- 
gines to enter the court’ 3 but when an entrance was 
it was too late to save the building. By midnight 
whole edifice was in a blaze, so that the exertions of the 
firemen were fruitless. The ion. was visible for 
miles round. In less than five hours from the commence- 
ma diciacs, tbe mlioney TE: ne pha 
to the presence o! military, and the gene: ler 
of the crowd, no accidex’ occurred. The principal papers 
halve been saved. The edifice now destroyed was built 
in the reign of Charles II. The statute of Sir Thomas 
Gresham, the architect, was not injured. A new Exchange 
is already talked of. 
Liverpoot, Jan. 6. 


Cotton Market.—The sales of Cotton during the week 
amounted only to 7,620 bales. Jan. 13.—The demand for 
cotton was brisk in the beginning of the week, but has 
since become somewhat dul!, and prices declined 3}. The 
sales of the week were 18,260 bales. 

The London money market continued in a state of re- 


pose. 

Both the English and French papers are full of accounts 
from the C The latest information received con- 
veys the exploits of Mackenzie at Buffalo. A meeting has 
been held by the people of Leeds, in which resolutions 
were passed sympathising with the Canadians, and pledg- 
ing themselves to use every constitutional means to induce 
the government to redress the grievances of the Cana- 
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An address has been voted to the Queen at a meeting 
of mechanics in the Corn Exchange, Dublin, at which Mr. 
ll presided, thanking her for the good will she has 
po Be towards Ireland, and passing encomiums or the 
eral administration of Lord Melbourne.. Some alterca- 
tion t lace on the occasion between Mr. O’Connell and 
a Mr. Richardson, the latter gentleman speaking very vio 
lently, and accusing Mr. O’Connell of failing to procure a 
répeal of the Union, as he promised in 1830; but Mr. 
O’Connell explained, and the mecting was satisfied. 
France.—Burning of the Italian Opera House.— 
the evening of the 15th January, the Italian Opera 
House at Paris was consumed by fire. The alarm was 
given a little after’midnight; but, notwithstanding every 
exertion, the building was entirely destroyed. One of the 
directors was killed by a fall, in endeavoring to escape 
from the flames. An insurance had been effected to the 
amount of 300,000 francs, on tho theatre and its contents. 

Advices to the 20th Dec. had reached Paris from the 
United States. 

The two Chambers have been mostly busied with dis- 
cussions on the address to the throne, and on some minor 
matters of domestic legs lation. 

An appropriarion of J,266,530 francs has been called 
for from the Chamber of Deputies, for an increase of the 
marine establishment. 

A treaty has been concluded between the French Gov- 
crue and Greece, providing for the transmission of the 

by a line of steamboats between the two countries. 

The cold has been intense during the past season; in 
Paris the 14th of January, the thermometer was 9 degrees 
below zero. The Seine was almost closed. Several per- 
sons have perished from the frost. 

The town of Marseilles is now lighted with gas obtained 

resin, which is superior to coal gas, and will entirely 
supersede the use of the latter, 

Advices from Constantine mention that the army is un- 

ergoing severe privations, but at present the troops remain 
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Paris. 


healthy, though they 
the city. 

We perceive in the Siecle of January 16, that the 
French complain of having too much specie in circulation. 

We can supply them with paper to the end of time, if that 
is all they want. 

Spary.—Guerque marched from Llodio on the 6th Jan., 
with five battalions to reinforce Rovedo. Another body of 
Carlist troops was to make a diversion on Balmaceda.— 
Two Prussian generals accompanied it. 

Letters from Madrid to the 7th of January mention that 
a conciliating party has been organized, having Cordova at 
its head. Overtures have been made to Salabrava, Ar- 
quelles and Mendizabal to gain it—with what success is 
not known. 

The Carlists are said to be in some force at Perpignan. 

PortvGaL.—Lettters from Lisbon represent that capi- 
tal as being on the eve of a counter revolution. The court 
is suspicious of all parties. Every thing is symptomatic of 
fresh troubles, which will probably be more serious than 
former ones, as the aristocratic party are intriguing with 
the troops. 

Russ1a.— Destruction by fire of the Imperial Palace 
at St. Petersburg.—The imperial palace, or the winter 
palace of the Emperor, was burnt to the ground on the 29th 
of December last. ‘The flames, which broke out at 11 in 
the evening, seemed to burst from all parts of the building 
atonce. At the time of the alarm, the Emperor, with his 
family, was at the theatre, and when the news was brought 
to him he rushed from the house, and thinking it to be the 
signal for a revolt, he ordered all the troops under arms. 
Twenty thousand soldiers were quickly arrayed in the 
streets. All efforts to check the flames proved useless, and 
the building was entirely consumed by 5 on the fullowing 
morning. It is affirmed that five or six hundred persons 
were more or less injured on the occasion, but this account 


is eg exaggerated. 

me idea of the extent of this edifice may be gathered 
from the fact, that 10,000 persons have be: n accommo- 
dated init. Several individuals have been arrested on sus- 
picion of setting it on fire. 


INVASION OF LOWER CANADA. 

The Patriots are again in motion, and perhaps blood is 
flowing at the present moment. On Tuesday night the 
Patriots who been driven from the Province, together 
with such as were — to volunteer in the cause of Ca- 
nadian liberty, assembled near the line at Champlain, for 
the purpose of entering Canada. Their number has been 
variously stated, at from three to eighteen hundred, 

Gen. Wool, however was immediately on the ground 
with the New York militia, to prevent any organization on 
this side the line. Finding themselves foiled at this point, 
they crossed over to Alburgh during the night, where they 
were followed by Gen. W. but with a force too small to ac- 
complish his design of arresting their operations. 

On Wednesday, about 10 o’clock, they organized in the 
neighborhood of Swanton, to the number of 832 under the 
command of Dr. Robert Nelson and a French Colonel who 
arrived in this country a few days since, and moved toward 
the French settlements. 

They were perfectly armed and furnished with muni- 





the American shore, they were disarmed by the forces un- 
der Gen. Brady and the civil authorities, and : 
McLeod, at the last date, was pursued by the marshals, 
and it was believed would be arrested. The re-action 
against these proceedings is general, aid it is not a little 
accelerated by the want of courage exhibited on this and 
other occasions. [Albany Argus. 

The Patriot Expedition.—Last night intelligence was 
received that the Navy Island Patriots were re-assembling 
at Comstock’s, 8 miles up the lake. The civil authorities 
i diately pr ded to the spot, accom ied a de- 
tachment of troops, furnished by Col. Worth, with his usual 
promptness. On arriving, they found many of the Patriots 
assembled. Guards and outposts were immediately estab- 
lished in the vicinity by the authorities. In the course of 
the night it was ascertained that the patriots had erected 
barracks, or places of shelter, on the ice, about 6 miles 
from Comstocks’s and nearly equidistant from the two 
shores. This encampment was under command of Capt 
Burnham, of the Patriot, army, with about 70 men armed. 
with pikes. 

J Baker, Capt. Otinger, and other officers, accom- 
panied by about 30 soldiers, made a descent upon this en- 
campment at about 6 o’clock this morning. Capt. Burn- 
ham put himselfin a state of defence, and then proposed a 
parley, which resulted in the surrender of the munitions and 
men, 2 howitzers, 250 stand of arms, and one field-piece, 
which have been brought to this city. 

Capt. Burnham and several prominent actors were taken 
prisoners, and are undergoing an examination before Jus- 


tice De Forest. [ Buffalo paper. 
AES 
Tre Mititia System.—From the annual return of the 





| infantry and riflemen of the State of New York, for the year 


1837, we learn that the number of non-commissioned offi- 
cers and oe inspected last year, was 84,122.’ The 
number of rifles inspected was 26,616, and of muskets, 27, 
088—total, 53,734. So that 30,388, or about five four- 
teenths of the men inspected, must have been unarmed. 
Of the 27,038 muskets, but 24,078 were accommodated 
with bayonets, and of the 53,734 muskets and rifles, but 
28,272 were furnished with flints. 

A National Bank.—lIt is said that 7 of the 8 daily pa- 
pee pemiahed in New Orleans, are in favor of a National 

ank. 


Ship Canal from Lake Erie to Phi ia.—The 
a el = cgi iA suggests be Fiepery of such a 
work. e ships of Lake Erie to through the 
Canal by steam power on a rail-road tow path, and the 
draught of the ship to be greatly lessened by air-vessels at- 
tached to them ! 

Important Discovery in Magnetism.—A Mr. Poole, of 
Charleston, S.C. now residing in New-York, it is said, 
has recently invented a Magnetic Quadrant, by which he 
can discover the latitude and longitude at any time or 
place, without the aid of celestial observations. This is a 
new and hitherto unnoticed phenomenon in the dip needle. 

Our Force against the Seminoles.—Gen. Jesup has 
under his command 4,637 regulars, 4,998 volunteers, 100 
seamen, and 2 or 300 Indians. Total, ninethousand. The 
Seminoles are said to number about six or seven hun- 


tions, and carried with them the means of arming the | 3,04 


Frenchmen who might join them. On planting the patriot 
standard on the Canada side, the province was declared 
free and independent of the British crown, a provincial 
government established, and a written declaration of inde- 
pendence promulgated. Robert Nelson wae proclaimed 
President. [ Burlington Free Press. 
THE INVADING FORCES DISBANDED. 

Official despatches from Gen. Wool and Col. Worth, 
from the former of the 2nd inst., and the latter of the Ist, 
show that both on the Northern and Western frontiers, the 
disturbing forces have been dispersed, and that tranquillity 
has been restored in every direction. : 

Gen. Wool writes that the entire force under Drs. Nel- 
son and Cote, about 600 strong, surrendered to him at 2 
e’clock P. M. on the Ist inst. near the Canada, line, about 
one mile north of the village of Alburgh Springs, Vt. with 
all their cannon, small arms and ammunition. Previous to 
this, Gen. W. had taken one piece of artillery and nine 
loads of ammunition prepared for artillery and muskets. 
Drs. Nelson and Cote were in the custody of Gen W., by 
whom they would be surrendered to the civil authorities. 
The British troops were within six or eight miles of the in- 
vading camp at the time of the surrender. 

The whole frontier, from St. Albans to Watertown, is 
entirely tranquilized, probably not again to be disturbed. 

Gen. Wool left St. Albans for Plattsburgh and Cham- 
plain yesterday morning. 

Col, Worth writes that he is just informed by express 
from Maj. Gen. Brady, at the mouth of the Detroit river, 
dated the 26th ult., i on the morning of the 24th, the 
individuals under the command of McLeod, made good 
their foothold on an uninhabited island on the British side, 
and appeared to threaten an attack upon Malden. 

When the troops at Malden moved toward the island the 





invaders fled without making any resistance. Onreaching 


red. 

Copper.—A quantity of this article from the recently 
discovered mine in Guilford County, North Carolina, has 
been shipped to England. The metal proved to be of a 
superior quality. 

Another Revolutionary Hero gone.—Major _ Gen. 
BENJAMIN MOOERS, a veteran of the Revolution, died 
at Plattsburg on the 20th ult in the 80th year of his age. 


" (FWhoever may have picked up the Wallet of the Editor of 
this paper—lost somewhere near State-st. about the 20th ult.—shall 
or. half the contents, all round, by returning the balance to 
this e. 


*,* We shall be able to supply all the back Nos, of Tar Jer- 
FERSONIAN for a short time longe ow long we cannot tell; but 
for two weeks at any rate. Our edition of 15,000 copies is about 
three-fourths exhausted, and we shall furnish complete sets so 
long as we have them. 


> Our friend who charges us with postage on a letter of com- 
plaint that the 5 hes we have published are all from one party, 
is mistaken. The longest Speech we have published is Mr. Le- 
gare’s, who is adistinguished friend of the National Administra- 
tion. We shall strive hereafter to please him better than thig ap- 
pears to have done. As a general rule, however, we shall pre- 
sent such Speeches and other Public Documents as relate to the 
great interests of the State and to the true principles of Govern- 
ment and of Political Economy as a science, rather than those 
which treat merely of politics. Mr. Barnarn’s excellent 
speech on the nature and influence ot Corporations will appear in 
our next. 

“ The Lutheran Pulpit."—A monthly periodical of 28 per 
No. thus entitled is published in this city by C. A. 
State-st. at $1 per annum. To those according with it in senti- 
ment, it is 'y. worth the money. , 
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